Daniel 5

The Profane Feast





DAY ONE – STRANGE WRITING

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were brought out from the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his great ones, his wives, and his concubines, drank with them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

	vss
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-4  
	“Babylon” profaned all things of heaven and of the church.


SC 37. The consummation of the whole, or the destruction of all things of the church, is meant by the feast of Belshazzar, in which with magnates and concubines he drank the wine out of vessels of gold and silver from the temple of Jerusalem, and praised the gods of gold, of silver, etc., by which is signified the profanation of the holy things of the church. Therefore it was written on the wall that his kingdom was finished, and he was slain on that night. 

AE 587:17. “The vessels of gold and silver of the temple of Jerusalem” signified the holy goods and truths of the church; “the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which the king of Babylon then praised” …signify the evils and falsities of doctrine and of worship. “To praise” signifies to worship. “To drink out of the vessels of the temple of Jerusalem and at the same time to praise or worship those gods” signifies the profanation of good and truth by evils and falsities in worship. And because by profanation everything spiritual in man is destroyed, and man without the spiritual is not a man, so Nebuchadnezzar was driven away from man and became like a beast (Daniel 4). 

AR 459. And idols of gold, and silver, and bronze, and stone, and wood, signifies that thus they are in worship from mere falsities. By “idols” in the Word, are signified the falsities of worship, and therefore to adore them signifies worship from falsities; and by "adoring idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood," is signified worship from falsities of all kinds, and, taken collectively, worship from mere falsities. Moreover, the material of which idols were made, their forms, and their garments, among the ancients, represented the falsities of religion, from which was their worship: "idols of gold" signified falsities concerning Divine things; "idols of silver," falsities concerning spiritual things; "idols of bronze," falsities concerning charity; "idols of stone," falsities concerning faith; and "idols of wood," falsities concerning good works. All these falsities exist in those who do not do the work of repentance, that is, shun evils as sins against God.

AC 1008. What profanation is, few know, and still less what its punishment is in the other life. Profanation is manifold. He who utterly denies the truths of faith does not profane them, as the nations that live outside of the church and do not have knowledges do not profane. But he profanes them who knows the truths of faith, and especially he who acknowledges them, bears them in his mouth, preaches them, and persuades others to adopt them, and yet lives in hatred, revenge, cruelty, robbery, and adultery, which he confirms in himself by many things that he extracts from the Word, perverting them and thus immersing them in these foul evils. It is he who profanes. 

AC 10287:3. But be it known that there are very many genera of profanation, and of these many species; for there are those who profane the goods of the church, and there are those who profane its truths; there are those who profane much, and those who profane little; there are those who profane interiorly, and those who profane more and more exteriorly; there are those who profane through belief contrary to the truths and goods of the church; there are those who profane through the life; and there are those who profane through the worship. Hence result many hells of profaners, which are distinct from one another according to the diversities of the profanation. 

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Where do we find love of dominion in our present day culture?  What are today’s idols?

2. Profanation is mixing good and evil, or truth with falsity.  Do you think many today know what profanation is?

3. Think of examples of profanation in the world around us: of exterior profanation, of interior profanation, of life, of worship. 

4. If profanation strikes the New Church, how do you think it may come?

5. Why do you think profanation destroys “everything spiritual in man?” 

DAY TWO – THE ASTROLOGERS FRUSTRATED
5 In the same hour fingers of a man’s hand came out and wrote over against the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6 Then the king’s color was changed, and his concerns vexed him, so that the joints of his loins were loosened, and his knees knocked one against another.…    8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing nor make known to the king its interpretation. 
	5-9  
	It was perceived from the Word that it was profane, but it was not perceived by the primates who were in that religion.


DP 231:1-7. There are many kinds of profanation… some lighter and some more grievous…. First, the kind of profanation committed by those who make jests from the Word and about the Word, or from the Divine things of the Church and about them. This is done by some from a bad habit, by taking names or forms of expression from the Word and mingling them with remarks that are unseemly and sometimes filthy. It is inevitable that this should be accompanied by some measure of contempt for the Word…. This kind of profanation, however, is lighter or more grievous according to the acknowledgment of the holiness of the Word and the unbecoming character of the talk…. 
     [2] Second, the kind of profanation committed by those who understand and acknowledge Divine truths, and yet live contrary to them. Those who only understand profane more lightly, while those who also acknowledge profane more grievously. For the understanding only teaches, in the same manner as a preacher, and does not from itself conjoin itself with the will, but acknowledgment does make conjunction, for nothing can be acknowledged without the consent of the will.… The profanation is according to the measure of the conjunction…. If one acknowledges that revenge and hatred, adultery and fornication, fraud and deceit, blasphemy and lying, are sins against God and yet commits them, he is in the more grievous form of this kind of profanation. 
     [3] Third, the kind of profanation committed by those who apply the sense of the Letter of the Word to confirm evil loves and false principles…. This sense may be wrested to confirm heresies of many kinds; and he who confirms evil loves does violence to Divine Good, while he who confirms false principles does violence to Divine Truth. This latter violence is called the falsification of truth, the former the adulteration of good…. It is clear that this is profanation. 
     [4] Fourth, the kind of profanation committed by those who speak with the lips pious and holy things, and who also by their tone of voice and gesture counterfeit the affections of the love of such things, and yet in their heart do not believe and love them…. Hypocrisy, however, is lighter or more grievous according to the degree of the confirmation against God and the outward reasoning in favor of God. 
     [5] Fifth, the kind of profanation committed by those who attribute to themselves what is Divine…. The same are meant and described…. where by Babylon is meant the profanation of good, and by Chaldea the profanation of truth….

     [6] Sixth, the kind of profanation committed by those who acknowledge the Lord and yet deny the Divinity of the Lord…. Such are meant by those… who blaspheme the Holy Spirit, who will not be forgiven either in this world or in the world to come (Matt. 12:32)…. Since the Lord is heaven, and consequently those who are in heaven are in the Lord, therefore those who deny the Divinity of the Lord cannot be admitted into heaven and be in the Lord…. 
     [7] Seventh, the kind of profanation committed by those who first acknowledge Divine truths and live according to them, but afterwards depart from them and deny them. This is the worst kind of profanation because such persons mingle things holy and profane to such a degree that they cannot be separated; and yet these things must be separated in order that men may find their place either in heaven or in hell…. Almost the same thing happens with those who in their heart acknowledge the Divine things of the Word and of the Church, but who immerse them completely in their proprium, which is the love of ruling over all things….

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What role does fear play in repentance? Is repentance from fear useful?  Is it spiritual and will you get to heaven if you repent from fear?

2. What use does fear for the Church play?  Is it spiritual? Will it really change things?

3. What use does fear for the country play? Is it spiritual? Will it really change things?

4. Try to think of specific examples of the different kinds of profanation listed here: in your life, in the church, in the country. 1) Jokes, 2) Contrary life,           3) Using the letter to confirm, 4) Hypocritical piety,      5) Attributing the Divine to self, 6) Acknowledging the Lord but denying His Divinity, 7) First live, then depart from and deny.

5. How many today even bother to confirm their evils from the Word?

DAY THREE – DANIEL IS CALLED

11 “There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father, light and intelligence and wisdom, as the wisdom of the gods, was found in him…. 12 Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.”
	10-24 
	It was confirmed by those who were in the truths of the church, that it was contrary to the Word for them to have exalted themselves above the Lord, and that thus they profaned things holy.


AE 1029:10. ‘Babylon’ or ‘Babel’ means in the Word the love of dominion over the entire globe, likewise over heaven and over the Lord Himself. The church of the Lord successively becomes Babylon, and as it becomes Babylon, so it is devastated as to all the good of love and all the truth of faith. And this is its end, that is, it is no longer a church; and when it is no longer a church it is reckoned among the idolatrous nations, except for those in it who worship the Lord, regard the Word as holy, and admit instruction from it. 

DLW 383. …To “love God with all the heart and all the soul” means to love Him with all the love and with all the understanding, and to “give a new heart and a new spirit” means to give a new will and a new understanding. Because ‘spirit’ signifies understanding…. Nebuchadnezzar says of Daniel: That an excellent spirit of knowledge, intelligence, and of wisdom, was in him (Dan. 5:11-12, 14).

TCR 156. The spirit of man is his mind and whatever proceeds from it. In the concrete, man's spirit means simply his mind; for this it is that lives after death, and it is then called a spirit—if good, an angelic spirit and afterwards an angel; if evil, a satanic spirit and afterwards a satan. The mind of everyone is his internal man, which is actually the man, and resides within the external man which constitutes his body; consequently when the body is cast off, which is effected by its death, the internal is in a complete human form. 

Therefore they err who believe that man’s mind resides only in the head. It is there in principles only, from which everything that man thinks from his understanding or does from his will first proceeds; but in the body it is in derivatives, which are formed for sensation and action. And because the mind invariably adheres to the bodily structures it imparts to them sensation and motion; and it also inspires them with a perception that the body thinks and acts of itself, although this latter is a fallacy, as every wise man knows. 

Since, then, the spirit of man thinks from the understanding and acts from the will, and since the body acts not from itself but from the spirit, it follows that the spirit of man means his intelligence and his love’s affection and whatever goes forth and operates from these. That “the spirit of man” signifies such things as pertain to the mind is evident from many passages in the Word. That this is their meaning anyone can see as soon as they are presented. 

AC 1183. Although these incidents are historical, yet they involve these arcana, as do all the historical facts of the Word.  The same is further evident from the profanation of the same vessels [in Daniel].  If sacred things had not been represented by them, no such events would have taken place. 

AC 1807:e. He who is in Divine things never regards the Lord’s Word from the letter; but he regards the letter and the literal sense as being representative and significative of the celestial things of the church and of the Lord’s kingdom. To him the literal sense is merely an instrumental means for thinking of these.
QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The fall of Babylon is a process.  How do you think a church progressively falls into profaning its Revelation?

2. Do you think the Jihadists are profaning the Koran? How do you think their belief in the Koran fits with the love of dominion?

3. What is the difference between idolatry and profanation?

4. How does the love of self and love of dominion lead to profanation?

5. Can the love of the world also lead to profanation and spiritual death?

6. Daniel represents the Word and doctrine from the Word. How can we get the “excellent spirit” (the enlightenment) to expose profanation or the things leading up to it?  

7. How can we learn to think spiritually about our lives and the life of the church?

DAY FOUR – DANIEL RESPONDS
13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. And the king answered and said to Daniel, “Art thou that Daniel, who art from the sons of the exile of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Judah? 14 “I have even heard of thee that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and intelligence and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 15 “And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the thing.

16 “And I have heard about thee, that thou canst interpret with interpretations and loosen knots. Now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me its interpreta-tion, thou shalt be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold around thy neck, and shalt be the third with dominion in the kingdom.” 17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

AC 2357:2. No one can at the same time serve two masters. When a man who once acknowledges and believes returns to a life of evil, he profanes what is good and holy; but he who does not acknowledge and believe, cannot profane. Care is therefore taken by the Lord's Divine Providence lest a man be admitted further into the very acknowledgment and faith of the heart than he can afterwards be kept; and this on account of the punishment of profanation, which is the most grievous in hell.

AC 1363. Idolatrous worships are internal and external; the internal are those which condemn man; the external not so much. The more interior the idolatrous worship is, the more it condemns; but the more exterior, the less. Internal idolaters do not acknowledge God, but adore themselves and the world, and make idols of all their cupidities; whereas external idolaters are able to acknowledge God, although they do not know who the God of the universe is. Internal idolaters are known from the life they have acquired; and in proportion as this life departs from the life of charity, in the same proportion they are more interior idolaters. External idolaters are known solely from their worship; and, although idolaters, they can still have the life of charity. Internal idolaters can profane holy things, but external idolaters cannot; and therefore external idolatry is tolerated, in order to prevent the profanation of holy things. 

AC 1059. … With those who are outside the church, and are called Gentiles, the Lord is equally present in charity as with those who are within the church…. He is even more present, for there is not so great a cloud in their intellectual part as there is in general with those who are called Christians. For the Gentiles are ignorant of the Word, nor do they know what the Lord is, consequently not what the truth of faith is; and therefore they cannot be against the Lord and against the truth of faith. 

AC 1327:3. No one can profane what is holy except one who is in possession of the knowledges of faith, and who acknowledges the truth of them. A person who does not possess them cannot acknowledge, and still less profane them. It is internal things that can be profaned; for what is holy abides in internal and not in external things. The case in this respect is the same as it is with a man who does what is evil but does not intend what is evil. To him the evil that he does cannot be imputed, just as it cannot be imputed to one who does not do it of deliberate intention, or to one who is destitute of reason. Thus a man who does not believe that there is a life after death, and yet performs external worship, cannot profane the things that belong to eternal life, because he does not believe that there is any such life; but the case is quite different with those who know and who acknowledge these things. 

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why is Providence so concerned to prevent profanation?

2. What can or should we do to try to prevent profanation? In ourselves? In our children? In the Church? In the country?

3. Why is it important to keep in mind the states of the simple and the gentiles? Does ignorance excuse?

4. Is it ever right to withhold the truth from someone? If so, under what circumstances?

DAY FIVE – THE INTERPRETATION

22 “And thou, his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thy heart, though thou knewest all this, 23 but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven. And they have brought the vessels of His house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see, nor hear, nor know. And the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, thou hast not glorified…. 26 This is the interpretation of the thing. MENE: God has numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

27 TEKEL: Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 28 PERES: Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”

AR 313.  ‘Drinking from the gold and silver vessels of the temple of Jerusalem, and at the same time worshiping other gods, signifies the profanation of good and truth; as also by ‘Babylon.’ By ‘Mene,’ or to number, is signified to know his quality as to truth; by ‘Tekel,’ or to weigh, is signified to know his quality as to good; by ‘Peres,’ or to divide, is signified to disperse. The quality of truth and good is signified by measures and by balances in the Word.

AC 9093. “To divide” is to dissipate, is because if those things which have been associated together are divided, they are also scattered, as he who divides his mind destroys it. For the mind of man is an association of two parts, one part being called the understanding, the other the will. He who divides these two parts scatters the things which belong to one part, for one part must live from the other; consequently the other also perishes.

AC 10287. He who does not acknowledge the Lord is not of the church; and he who denies the Lord is in evils and falsities, because what is good and true comes from no other source. That such persons are signified by “strangers” will be seen from the passages in the Word which will follow. 
But something shall first be said about the conjunction of Divine truth with those who do not acknowledge the Lord. This conjunction is profanation, for profanation is the conjunction of Divine truth with falsities from evil; and this conjunction which is profanation is not possible with any but those who have first acknowledged the things of the church, and especially the Lord, and have afterward denied the same. For by the acknowledgment of the truths of the church, and of the Lord, communication is effected with the heavens, and by this the opening of the interiors of man toward heaven; and by denial afterward is effected the conjunction of man’s interiors with falsities from evil. For all things which a man acknowledges remain implanted, because nothing perishes with man which has entered by means of acknowledgment. 
AC 10287:2. …The state of the man who commits profanation is that he has communication with the heavens and at the same time with the hells: by truths with the heavens, and by falsities of evil with the hells. From this in the other life there comes a tearing asunder, whereby everything of interior life perishes. After this tearing asunder such persons barely appear as men, but as burnt bones in which there is but little life. 

AC 1368…. By “Babel” is signified worship in which interiorly there are evils; but by “Chaldea” is signified worship in which interiorly there are falsities. Consequently by “Babel” is signified worship in which there is inwardly nothing of good; and by “Chaldea,” worship in which there is inwardly nothing of truth. Worship in which there is inwardly nothing good and nothing true is a worship in which there is interiorly what is profane and idolatrous.

AC 6534:6. The “Chaldeans” are those who are in falsities, but in externals appear to be in truths, thus the profanation of truth, and “Babylon” is the profanation of good. 

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1. In what ways do we establish communication with the sphere of heaven?

2. How do we avoid being overwhelmed by the sphere of hell?

3. How can we judge the efficacy of worship?  

DAY SIX – THE CONCLUSION
30 In that night Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans was slain. 31 And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, as a son of two and sixty years. 
	29-31 
	Thus everything of the church there came to an end.


AC 301. When men have become inverted orders of life, and are unwilling to live or to become wise except from themselves and from their proprium [their own], they reason about everything they hear about faith, as to whether it is so or not. And as they do this from themselves and from their own things of sense and of memory-knowledge, it cannot help but lead to denial, and consequently to blasphemy and profanation, so that at length they have no scruples about mixing up profane things with holy ones. 

When a man becomes like this, he is so condemned in the other life that there remains for him no hope of salvation. For things mixed up by profanation remain so mixed up, so that whenever any idea of something holy presents itself, an idea of something profane that is conjoined with it is also there, the consequence of which is that the person cannot be in any society except one of the damned. Whatever is present in any idea of thought, in consequence of being conjoined with it, is most exquisitely perceived in the other life, even by spirits in the world of spirits, and much more so by angelic spirits—so exquisitely indeed that from a single idea they know a person's character. The separation of profane and holy ideas when thus conjoined cannot be brought about except by means of such infernal torment that if a man were aware of it, he would as carefully avoid profanation as he would avoid hell itself.

TCR 754. Babylon has finally exalted itself to such a degree as not only to transfer the Lord’s Divine power to itself, but also to strive with the utmost energy to grasp all the riches of the world. That like loves would break forth from many of the leaders of the churches outside the pale of Babylon, if their power were not restricted and thus curbed, may be deduced from certain signs and appearances not altogether without meaning…. 

DP 322. Live these laws [the Ten Commandments] not only as civil and moral laws, but also as Divine laws, and you will be a spiritual man. 

AE 190:2. Those who read the Word from the doctrine received from others are not able to see truths in the light of their own spirit, thus not inwardly in themselves, but only outside of themselves. For they think a thing is true because others have seen it, and therefore they attend only to what corroborates it. Other things they pass by as if not seen, or they bring them over to the support of what their doctrine declares…. They stay natural as before…. The spirit is not imbued with truths except as it desires to know truth wherever it is in the Word. 

QUESTIONS AND POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
1. Moral laws are enforced by the love for reputation, honor, and gain, but they are the gateway to spiritual life. How can we get young people’s concern for their reputation with their peers to be supportive of genuine moral values?

2. Historical faith on the say so of others is not saving. The transition from it to saving faith is an important way to also view the transition from youth to adulthood.  

3. How do we help young people advance from ignorance concerning critical issues in their lives, without overloading the circuits and inviting rejection or profanation?  Consider, for example, instruction concerning: a) living together before marriage, b) discrimination about pornography, c) judgment regarding gays and the gay lifestyle, d) abortion and birth control, e) the state of the church, or church issues in general.

4. How does this story illustrate that evil brings its own punishment? Does this apply in this world?

